this Swedish officer fixed was an interview with the colonel.
We went along to his room at the hotel—which in point
of fact has ceased to be a hotel at all and is the officers* mess
and quarters. After introductions and so on, the colonel
got down to talking. The first thing he said rather summed
up the whole status of the Swedish Volunteer Corps in
Finland.
' Get it put of your heads right away,' he declared,
speaking excellent English, 'that we are a lot of adven-
turers. This corps has, of course, attracted a lot of the most
adventurous types in Sweden, but what is far more impor-
tant, it has attracted our idealists. We are a group of
ordinary Swedes who, after hard thinking, have come here
hoping to help Finland, and in so doing to help our own
country as well. And you must not be astonished,* he
went on,' when I tell you that we've got here, side by side
now, men who fought against each other in the Spanish
war.'
He also told me that one of his lieutenants had seen active
service with the French Foreign Legion; others had fought
in Abyssinia, and some of the older men had been in the
Finnish War of Independence of 1918. These men come
from every social class—some of the oldest families in
Sweden are represented—and nearly all of them have given
up good jobs to join the corps. Their ages range from men
of fifty-five to boys of nineteen. Some of them—but only a
very small proportion—have no particular military know-
ledge, and they are here to look after transport, etc. Others
did their military service a good many years ago and are a
bit rusty, but the great majority are young men of around
twenty-five who have only recently completed their
military service, and it won't take very long to turn them
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